Email for Members to Send to Councillors
Subject: Please protect Halifax’s ice before closing the Forum
Dear Councillor [Name],
I am writing as a resident of District [#] and a member of [Organization], about the planned closure of the Halifax Forum and Civic arenas.
Halifax is already short of ice. The city’s April 2026 staff report identifies a shortage of 136 hours of prime time ice every week, and that figure does not include adult hockey, ringette, or figure skating. Hockey Nova Scotia has found that no community in Nova Scotia has less ice available than HRM.
Closing the Forum and Civic for at least four years would make this much worse. Associations are already being told to expect reduced ice, shared practices, early morning and late night ice times, more travel, and fewer tournaments. And after spending more than $140 million, the city would end up with the same two surfaces it has today.
I support rebuilding the Forum. I am asking you to:
1. Ensure replacement ice is built and operating before the Forum and Civic close.
1. Use the redesign to add ice surfaces, not simply replace the ones we have.
1. Direct staff to cost interim options such as air supported domes and covered outdoor rinks, which other Canadian communities have built in months, not years.
[Optional: add a sentence or two about how the ice shortage affects you or your family.]
This is not a political issue. It is about whether the children and families in our city have a place to play. I would appreciate knowing where you stand.
Sincerely,
[Your name]
[Your address or neighbourhood]

